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Mark your Calendars: NAPLA 2011 Conference
We are pleased to announce that the 2011 NAPLA Conference will be at Suffolk University Law School in Boston, Massachusetts. We thank Suffolk for their gracious offer to be our host. The conference hotel is the historic Omni Parker House, located in Boston’s downtown and a two minute walk from the law school.

After listening to your feedback, we have shifted the conference schedule to a Tuesday-Friday format, June 7 - 10, 2011. Pre-law advisors and law school representatives from around the country, and others involved with the law school admission process are invited to attend. Training for new pre-law advisors and a workshop for veteran pre-law advisors will be offered on Tuesday, June 7th. Workshops and visits to area law schools will begin the following day. 

See our Conferences page for more information. 

Sincerely,

2011 NAPLA Conference Co-chairs
Karen Clemence (clemenck@lafayette.edu )
Johnny Pryor (Johnny.Pryor@dartmouth.edu)

PLANC Meeting Highlights
Submitted by Heather Struck, Cornell University, NAPLA Designated Member to PLANC
Here are some highlights of the recent Pre-Law Advisors National Council (PLANC) meeting in Minneapolis (October 16-17), held in conjunction with the Midwest Association of Pre-law Advisors (MAPLA) annual conference.  NAPLA’s voting representatives to PLANC at this meeting were NAPLA President Liz O’Connell and NAPLA Designated Member Heather Struck; NAPLA board members attending in other non-voting roles included 2012 PLANC Conference Chair Cindy Cogdill, 2012 PLANC Conference Registrar Frank Homer, and SAPLA Designated Member Gerald Wilson.

· June 2012 National Conference slated for Washington, DC:  plans are underway for the quadrennial PLANC conference in Washington, DC.  Conference Chair Cindy Cogdill (Columbia University), Program Chair Wendy Vonnegut (Methodist University), PLANC Treasurer Karen Severn, and Conference Registrar Frank Homer (emeritus, University of Scranton) are working with a committee of APLA representatives to plan the national conference.

· PLANC Website:  the PLANC website is currently not available.  Plans are underway to re-establish the website.  

· Committee on Dean’s Certifications:  PLANC authorized a committee to work with LSAC and the law schools to streamline the process for dean’s certifications, in light of Yale’s recent announcement that all 1L  JD applicants will be required to request a dean’s certification from all degree programs attended.   In 2003, PLANC passed a resolution urging law schools to eliminate the dean’s certification requirement; many schools subsequently either eliminated the dean’s certification requirement or limited it to applicants with disciplinary records or matriculating students only.  Dean’s Certification Committee members:  Heather Struck (Cornell University), Gerald Wilson (Duke University), Wendy Vonnegut (Methodist University).  Go to http://www.napla.org/downloads.htm (Downloads) for an updated handout on dean’s certifications, including the list of schools that require these.

· NALP Pre-law Advisors Website:  NALP representative to PLANC Liz Peck (Cornell Law School) will lead a PLANC committee to advise NALP in its effort to establish a website for pre-law advisors with resources about trends in legal employment.  Committee members:  Liz Peck (Cornell Law School), Karen Severn (Texas A & M University), Mary Tetro (North Carolina State University), Heather Struck (Cornell University).

· Guidelines for Pre-law Advisors on Personal Statements:    PLANC approved these guidelines (see attached), which will be included in the next edition of LSAC’s Law School Admission Reference Manual, Appendix F (The Role and Responsibilities of Pre-law Advisors).  The current edition is available online in the Pre-law Advisor section (login required) of the lsac.org website, under Admission Resources.  

· Access Group materials available to pre-law advisors:  order WiseBorrower and Financing Legal Education materials from the Access Group website:  accessgroup.org
· PLANC received reports from LSAC, NALP, Access Group, CLEO, and from MAPLA, NAPLA, SAPLA, SWAPLA, and WAPLA.
Q&A: Letter of Recommendation and Evaluation Service
Gerald Wilson (Duke University) submitted the following questions and answers regarding the new LSAC Letter of Evaluation Service, with special thanks for their contributions to Anne Brandt (Law School Admission Council), Mary A. Tetro (NC State), and Heather Struck (Cornell University).

What is the Evaluation Service?


The Evaluation Service is a new way for law schools to learn about the skills and attributes applicants possess. Evaluators are invited by applicants via e-mail to electronically provide ratings on both cognitive and non-cognitive skills that have been identified as important to success in law school, using a rating scale that represents degrees of a particular characteristic. Evaluators can also include free-form text comments. (source LSAC News)

Do schools require applicants to use the Evaluation Service?

Applicants can find which method is being used by the individual schools by reviewing the information found on the LSAC site under “Letters of Recommendation and Evaluation Service” and then going directly to the following link: http://www.lsac.org/JD/apply/cas-lor-evaluations.asp.  Each fall LSAC is given updates by the law schools regarding the number of LOR’s or evaluations to be used that year.

Is there any advantage to using the Evaluations rather than the standard Letters of Recommendation?

No, at this point it is just a matter of preference on the part of the applicant and the requirements of the school.  If the applicant is applying to one school that requires only LORs and to another that has a mix of requirements then the candidate needs to obtain the appropriate number of each.

Can a recommender do both a Letter of Recommendation and an Evaluation?

Yes, a recommender can do both a Letter and Evaluation if they are willing to do so BUT applicants must not assign both to a single school since schools want to hear from different individuals based on the number of LORs/Evaluations they require, prefer or accept.

Can applicants have some recommenders send letters to LSAC and others use the on-line evaluation forms?

Yes, unless a school specifically states that it wants Evaluations only.

NOTE: Applicants must still assign Letters/Evaluations to specific law schools in order for the law school to receive them.

International Students and the Law School Admissions Process
Mariella Mecozzi, Senior Assistant Director of Pre-Professional Advising at the University of Michigan, wrote to NAPLA with the following note:

Greetings and "Buongiorno" from Ann Arbor!  I am writing to alert you about a recent entry on international students in the law school admissions process on the University of Michigan Career Center's blog.  The post was authored by UM alumna Nicole Vilches, Assistant Dean for Admissions at Chicago Kent.  I had solicited such information from Nicole since, over the years, I had found her to be a gracious and reliable resource on this topic.  While I do not see a ton of international law school applicants, the few that I have seen have often required very tailored assistance.  At any rate, I thought that other advisors might enjoy reading about it, so feel free to place a link to the blog entry or include the article, duly cited, in NAPLA News or other appropriate communication to NAPLA members. 

Please find the post on the University of Michigan Career Center’s Blog at http://blog.careercenter.dsa.umich.edu/
The National Association of Law Students with Disabilities
Debbie Chizewer, Pre-law advisor at The University of Chicago sends this note, 

“A former advisee of mine at University of Chicago, now a Stanford 3L, is the current president of the National Association of Law Students with Disabilities (NALSWD).  Her organization has put together some extremely practical and valuable resources for students with disabilities who are applying to law school.” 

 Find the NALSWD Law School Application Guide and LSAT Accommodations Guide at  http://www.nalswd.org/resources.

An Approach to Writing a Personal Statement
by Dr. Nim Batchelor

Dr. Nim Batchelor of Elon University recently posted a response to a colleague’s request for suggestions on how to advise students writing personal statements on the Pre-Law Listserve .  With Nim’s permission, we’ve reposted it here:

When I advise students about how to approach writing a personal statement for their law school application, I begin by posing the following question:

Suppose that the law school admissions committee were to invite you for an interview.  You walk in and take a seat before the full admissions committee.  The chairperson says, “We have studied all of your application materials—your letters of recommendation, your transcripts, and your resume—and we feel that we have a clear sense of the 'paper you'.  However, before we make our final decision, we’d like to get to know the 'human you'.  Given that we are somewhat short of time, in the next five minutes, please tell us about the 'real' you that we could not appreciate from your other application materials."  

What would you say?  

Now, suppose that you had several days to compose your response and that you will be allowed to read your response to the committee.  What would you include?  How would you organize it? 

Once this framing question is in place, I encourage my students to proceed in the following way:  

1. Think back across your entire life.  As you do this you will come across a set of 10-20 episodes, vignettes, or stories that you commonly use to tell others about your life. Sort through them and select four or five that:

a. represent “who you are as a person,” 

b. that exemplify a core trait about which you are somewhat proud, or 

c. that reveal something deep about yourself. 

2. Next, imagine that your life is a novel.  You are both the main character and the author of this novel. Episodes from your “life story” are among the things that shape and reveal your character.  You have made many choices and those also reveal something about you. Most importantly, if you are actually living your life—rather than just letting it happen to you—there will be motifs, patterns, tendencies, and a direction in your life story.

3. Your application is a signal to the admissions committee that you believe that three years of law school, passing the bar exam, and taking a job in the legal profession is a natural extension of your life's story.  But WHY is it a "natural" extension of your life's story?  The central task of a personal statement is to persuade the admissions committee that this is true about your life. 

4. [This is where you start your personal statement] You need to select and very briefly recount three episodes from your life.  Each story should both reveal and provide substantive evidence for your claim to have a particular set of character traits.  IN ADDITION, when taken together, these three stories should make it evident that you’re your life story contains a “must go to law school” motif.  That is, from reading these three stories, it should be clear that attending law school is the next logical chapter in your life story.  [By the way, if you discover—in all honesty—that your life story does not include a “must go to law school motif,” then you ought to schedule a conversation with your prelaw advisor just to verify that applying to law school is your best move. Of course, it might be; but it is worth the conversation.] 

5. The conclusion "therefore, you should admit me to your law school" should remain implicit.  However, if you have chosen well, it should be an obvious implication of your essay.  

I remind students that this essay needs to be the best writing that they have ever produced.   They should expect to go through at least five or six drafts.  I also remind them that they should read their early drafts aloud and that their later drafts should be read and critiqued by at least four or five very bright people. 

I find it efficient to preempt difficulties by describing a few of the most common mistakes that applicants make in their essays. 

· Applicants often devote too much space describing an event or activity and not enough space talking about their own character.  It is like what interior decorators say, “Your frames should accentuate your paintings, not dominate them.”  Analogously, I press my students to remember to make themselves the centerpiece of their essay. Thus, for example, I often end up saying something like, "No!  You’ve written an essay that tells the committee more about our university or more about your parents than it does about you."  

· The mere fact THAT you did something is far less interesting than what it meant to you or how you integrated it into your life.   Don’t merely tell the committee THAT something happened to you; tell them how you reacted to that event or about how it shaped and influenced you.  The more you can describe your inner thoughts, dispositions and values the better.

· However, it is not enough merely to SAY that you have a particular virtue.  For example, you can’t simply say, "I'm a very caring person."   You need to provide evidence for such claims and you do that with your vignettes.  So, for example, you might say, “When I was a kid, my teachers gave me an award because I would play with the handicapped kids when others chose to ostracize them.  Ever since then, I am amazed by how often people comment on my sensitivity to the plight of those who are struggling in life.”  

Once students see these points, they get what they need to do.

I conclude my advising session with two reminders:

1. I tell them that most people report that faithfully carrying out my recommended process is a genuinely difficult soul-searching exercise.  It can be psychologically challenging and frequently results in a few tears.  If it feels a little bit like you are exposing your personal diary to the world, then you are probably doing the task well.

2. Finally, I remind them that they are NOT in an oppositional relationship with the admissions committee.  Applicants and admissions committees are collaborating in an effort to discover whether they are a “fit” with one another.  It is your job to tell them who you really are.  Then, since they know themselves far better than you know them, it is their task to render a judgment about whether you are a fit for their program.  If you try to play that silly game where you attempt to say what you think they want to hear, you will thwart this process.  So, be honest and be yourself.

Of course, I don’t suggest that this is the only way to go at this task.  However, after years of advising, this captures what I’ve settled in on saying to my students.
Michigan State College of Law’s Fall Webinar Series
Charles Roboski, Assistant Dean for Admissions and Financial Aid at Michigan State University College of Law, sent this note reminding pre-law advisors about their fall webinar series.  “The series offers prospective law school applicants (freshmen through seniors, as well as graduates) an opportunity to obtain meaningful insights into a variety of topics related to preparation for law school.”  After a live offering, each workshop is archived at http://www.law.msu.edu/admissions/events.php#webinars.  The series includes:

· LSAT 101

· Expert Advice for Preparing Your Law School Application

· Career Options and Market Outlook for Attorneys

· Crafting Your Best Personal Statement

· JD/MBA Dual Degree at Michigan State

· Explore MSU Law

· Patent and Intellectual Property Law

Chuck suggests that we share this information with our colleagues and advisees who might benefit from these webinars that are offered at no cost to participants.

 


