
Moving Beyond ‘Challenging Conversations’: Developing Successful Strategies for Advising the Non-Traditional Law School Applicant

NAPLA Conference 2011
Boston, MA

Panelists:
Allyson M. Lowe, Ph.D., Panel Chair
Carlow University, Pittsburgh, PA

Joseph Campion, Director of Admissions
Duquesne University School of Law, Pittsburgh, PA

Sandi DiMola, J.D.
Chatham University, Pittsburgh, PA

Vielka Holness, MPA, J.D.
Pre-Law Institute, John Jay College, CUNY, New York, NY

Panel activity and outcome:

The tip-sheet, below, was developed during a roundtable discussion of strategies that academic and pre-law advisors employ to assist aspiring law students who have application and life challenges.  The roundtable built on the presenters’ 2010 talk “Challenging Conversations.”  In the 2011 roundtable, the presenters engaged the audience to brainstorm in three areas: providing interaction, encouraging programming, and promoting academic achievement or remediation.  In each area we present one suggestion from one of the presenters followed by suggestions from the participants.

 



























Suggestions for “PEP” Talks

	Provide Interaction
	Encourage Programming
	Promote Academic Achievement or Remediation

	Allyson Lowe: Guide major selection. As advisor, raise topics that students may not have considered (e.g. alternatives, challenges, etc)) & allow students to respond
Sandi DiMola: Cultivate writing, research & critical thinking skills and give students a realistic appraisal of their career goals in light of their interests & achievements

>Meet w/ other academic advisors to inform on pre-law process
>Interact w/ Bar Assoc & Law Student groups
>Give students’ a realistic appraisals of their future career goals
>Use your department or pre-law center’s website to list workshops and seminars relating to law school or law careers
>Use a listserve to track and notify pre-law students & use Facebook site for informal communications regarding the law and law school
>Outreach to community colleges to begin to track students who will transfer for 4-yr institutions
>Collaborate with law schools to share video testimonials from current law students
>Speak with your institution’s admissions reps to identify students who are interested in law school
>Notify alumni groups via LinkedIn to promote prelaw advising for alums
>Ask registrar to notify you when a student’s transcript is sent to LSAC
>Provide alumni with opportunity for advising via phone appointments
	Joe Campion: Encourage students to talk with individuals from county Bar Associations.  Bar Associations offer scholarship and internship opportunities

>Hold a “law day” program
>Brown bag lunch or dinner with law alums & students
>Visit courthouses and observe trials
>Refer students to pipeline programs such as CLEO
>E-blast information on other pre-law events in the area
>Create specific law related clubs e.g. environmental law club
>Hold workshops to make students, parents, spouses familiar with the law school application process
>Host panels on what lawyers do
>Bring current law students to on campus recruiting events
>Provide financial literacy training so students will see real cost of law school
>Engage parents through non-office hours programming via webinars, etc.
>Offer support for partners, children during programming events to bolster attendance
>Encourage local law schools to enlist undergrads as jurors in mock trials
>Promote attendance at events such as National Black Law Students’ Conference
>Invite student’s family and friends to mock trials to support pre-law student
>Provide info on law schools’ academic support programs
>Research part-time options for legal study
>Make presentations in classes regarding law school options

	Vielka Holness: Track scholarships and internships specific to minority applicants;  
>Create mentoring network with attorneys and law students
>Identify students with learning differences
>Promote 3/3 programs
>Direct students to the institution’s pre-law advisor
>Build coalition of prelaw advisors in region
>Hold a book club focusing on readings related to law & careers in law
>Campus speakers
>Develop internship opportunities
>Encourage student writing in various mediums to enhance writing skills
>Encourage students to rehab GPA through an interim master’s program
>Help students to understand the real time commitment law school requires
>Spread CLEO programs geographically
>Hold LSAT prep course on campus and free LSAT practice testing
>Distribute information on pre-law summer programs
Promote/give workshops for minority, LGBT students to discuss scholarship opportunities
>Establish “learning communities” with faculty to focus on content, reading & writing, time management
>Promote Jurist Academy for sophomores and juniors
>When working with students who are veterans, highlight their military leadership skills in the application process
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