Chart Maker

Chart Maker was developed in C++.  It will help you make a particular type of chart that looks like the following graphic.   Chart Maker is designed to allow Pre-Law advisors to show admission results for a particular law school over a period of time (one or more admission years).
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This is the symbol translation (it is not case sensitive)

matric="m"
admit="x"
other="*"

Chart Maker will process the LSAT, GPA, and result, and plot it accordingly.

Requirements:
 

Chart maker will require you to supply a .txt file containing 3 columns of information (LSAT,GPA,result):
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Chart Maker will not include invalid entries in the chart.
The options for the result field are: matric, admit, and other (not case sensitive). The three columns must be separated by a tab and every field must be filled even if the field is filled with a 0 or any random input, such as, "oops".  If a blank appears chart maker will crash.  Don't forget to put 0's at the end of the file, as seen in the graphic above.

The following pages go into detail how to:

· Steps to run Chart Maker with database data
· Run Chart Maker
Steps to run Chart Maker with Database data

· Export into Excel the data from the query labeled “CHARTMAKER QUERY” or any other query that resembles the query (requirements explain that three specific categories must be provided – put the three categories into a query).  To do this, open the CHARTMAKER QUERY in Access, set the criteria in Design View (admissions years, law school) and save.  Go to File, then Export, and select Microsoft Excel 97-2000 as the file type.
· Open the Excel file.   Select the GPA column, then go to the Format menu and select Cells.  In categories, select Number and select the decimal place as “1”.  Delete rows in which data is incomplete (i.e. no LSAT, a O value, no entry).  Copy all three columns without the headings and paste into a text file (i.e. Notepad, in the Accessories folder).
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· Yes simply copy and paste and your result should be:

[image: image4.png]Fie Edt

Format

Vew_Help

Admit
other
matric
other
other
admit
o




· Finally, follow the general steps to run Chart Maker Software.

Run Chart Maker
1) Put the any valid data file into the same directory as Chart Maker executable.
2) Enter the data file name, press enter.
3) Enter the output file name, press enter.
4) Your output file appears in the same directory now as Chart Maker executable and your input file.
5) 5) View the file using Microsoft Excel by opening Excel.  Go to Data, then Get External Data, and Import Text File to locate and select the "output".txt file.  The Text Import Wizard will give you some choices:  choose the “delimited” file type, then the “tab” delimiter, then the “general” column data format, then “existing worksheet” to finish the process.
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6) To format the worksheet:  Go to File, Print Preview, and Margins to adjust the settings so that the worksheet will print on one page.  Select all cells in the grid, then go to Format, then Cells, and then Borders to set a grid pattern on the page.  Select the horizontal GPA rows at the top and bottom of grid, go to Format, then Cells, then Number, and select 1 decimal.  You may need to adjust the spacing in the columns to allow the full GPA to be viewed.  To add a Title (i.e. name of school, years covered) at the top of the page, just insert additional rows at the top of page.  Students also find it useful to review the law school’s summary Action Report information for the most recent admission year at the bottom of the page (i.e. # of applicants, # admitted, # matriculated, with mean LSAT & GPA information for each category).

2004 update:  

I found it easier to copy and paste the formatted worksheet described in 6) above into a Word document that I called “Template”.  I included the Name of Law School and Years in the Header, and the summary information in the Footer of the Template, changing the information and Saving As a new document with the school name and year(s).  I place the completed charts in a binder on the Pre-law bookshelf for students, and keep a binder in my office for use when discussing specific schools with students.  The database makes it possible to combine information you have received directly from students with the annual Action Report data received from Law Services.  
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